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Claims 1-35 (canceled). These claims were canceled by earlier amendments. 
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43. (new) An apparatus comprising: 
a base; 

a support structure extending upwardly from said base, said support structure having 
a channel formed in an upper surface thereof; 

a first clamping structure affixed to said support structure on one side of said channel; 
a second clamping structure affixed to said support structure on an opposite side of 

said channel and arranged in generally spaced parallel relationship to said first clamping structure, 
each of said first and second clamping structures having a generally C-shaped configuration; 

a first rebar extending in a direction and received in said channel of said support 

structure; and 

a second rebar retained by said first and second clamping structures in a position 

transverse to said first rebar and above said first rebar, said first and second clamping structures 
having an upper surface directly overlying a top of said second rebar, said base and said support 
structure and said first clamping structure and said second clamping structure being integrally 
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fonned together of a polymeric material, said support structure comprising: 

a first leg extending upwardly from one side of said base; 
a second leg extending upwardly from an opposite side of said base; and 
a third leg extending upwardly from said base between said first and second 
legs, said first and second legs extending at an acute angle upwardly from said base, said third leg 
extending upwardly vertically from said base so as to be positioned generally equidistant between 
said first and second legs, each of said first and second clamping structures comprising: 

a generally C-shaped member extending flexibly upwardly from said 

support structure; and 

an arm extending upwardly from a bottom of said generally C-shaped 
member, said arm having an upper portion in spaced relationship to a top of said generally C-shaped 
member, said arm having a lip at said upper portion, said lip extending in an direction away from 
said top of said C-shaped member, said upper portion of said arm being spaced from said top of said 
C-shaped member by a distance less than a diameter of the second rebar, said arm being flexibly 
connected to said bottom of said C-shaped member. 
44. (new) An apparatus comprising: 
a base; 

a support structure extending upwardly from said base, said support structure having 
a channel formed in an upper surface thereof; 

a first clamping structure affixed to said support structure on one side of said channel; 
a second clamping structure affixed to said support structure on an opposite side of 
said channel and arranged in generally spaced parallel relationship to said first clamping structure, 
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each of said first and second clamping structures having a generally C-shaped configuration; 

a first rebar extending in a direction and received in said channel of said support 

structure; and 

a second rebar retained by said first and second clamping structures in a position 
transverse to said first rebar and above said first rebar, said first and second clamping structures 
having an upper surface directly overlying a top of said second rebar, said base and said support 
structure and said first clamping structure and said second clamping structure being integrally 
formed together of a polymeric material, said support structure comprising: 

a first leg extending upwardly from one side of said base; 
a second leg extending upwardly from an opposite side of said base; and 
a third leg extending upwardly from said base between said first and second 
legs, said first and second legs extending at an acute angle upwardly from said base, said third leg 
extending upwardly vertically from said base so as to be positioned generally equidistant between 
said first and second legs, said first clamping structure having a rib formed therewith and extending 
outwardly of an exterior of said first clamping structure, said second clamping structure having a rib 
formed therewith and extending outwardly of an exterior of said second clamping structure, said rib 
of first clamping structure formed on a surface of said first clamping structure adjacent said channel, 
said rib of said second clamping structure formed on a surface of said second clamping structure 
adjacent said channel. 



5 



